
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
Monday of Lent 3 
February 25, 2008 
Justified by Grace through Faith 
 
 Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 During Lent this year, we have been hearing readings from Romans in our non-Gospel, New Testament reading.  
These readings (Romans 5:12-19; 4:1-5, 13-17; 5:1-11) have been focused primarily on our understanding of justifi-
cation.   
 
 It would be no exaggeration to say that Paul was exceedingly interested in the idea of justification.  But what exactly 
does it mean?  And why are we focusing on it in Lent?  Isn’t Lent supposed to be about guilt and feeling bad for our 
wretched sinful lives?  Or meditating on the gory, bloody passion of Jesus?   
 
 For Lutherans, justification has been called the “article by which the church stands or falls.”  Luther and the other 
reformers saw the doctrine of justification as the primary lens through which we read Scripture.  Paul emphasizes jus-
tification in his epistles, but it is the African theologian Augustine in the 4th century who stakes out the primary un-
derstanding of justification for the western Church.  Luther and his fellow reformers boldly proclaim this doctrine as 
a means to call the church back to its central tenet, and to show that they were not doing or creating something new.  
Two Lutheran scholars summarize Augustine’s teaching as follows. 

Augustine affirmed… that after the fall all human beings are under the impact of original sin, turned 
in on themselves in egoistic self-realization and turned away from God, so that their apparent free-
dom becomes in fact unfreedom to do what is essentially good.  By their own efforts they cannot 
turn to God.  Rather, from the outside, God’s grace in Jesus Christ effects a new orientation in be-
lievers, transforms their will, and enables them not only to do what is good but also to desire what is 
good.  This grace is an unconditional free gift that makes people righteous before God so that they 
are justified before God.1  

 
 In justification we are reoriented, so that the breach of sin, might be healed.  Justification is the way that God brings 
peace to our relationship.  But it is only in Christ that justification finds meaning.  In Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
we are able to find our justification for living, i.e. our true meaning in life.  We are reminded the Crucified one lives 
for us!  Jesus’ death is behind him and therefore his love can be stopped by nothing.   
 
 Because of what Christ has done and continues to do for us, let us persevere in our Lenten disciplines, seeking 
through grace to live as those who are justified, made righteous. 
 
        Grace and peace, 
       Pastor Brian 
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1 Gassman and Hendrix, Fortress Introduction to the Lutheran Confessions, Augsburg Fortress, 1999, pp. 75-76  
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SERVICES AT ST. PAUL  

AND THE CAMPUS CHAPEL 
DATE TYPE TIME PLACE 

        

March 16 “Red Book” Service 7:00 PM Chapel 

March 16 Palm Sunday Service of   

  Holy Communion 

8:30 AM St. Paul Lutheran 

  Service of   

  Holy Communion 

11:00 AM St. Paul Lutheran 

  Mass 7:00 PM Chapel 

  Compline 9:00 PM Chapel 

March 17 Sext 12:30 PM Chapel 

 Schola 7:00 PM Chapel 

  Latin/Gregorian Compline 8:00 PM Chapel 

March 18 Synod’s Chrism Mass 11:00 AM St. Paul Lutheran 

 Sext 12:30 PM Chapel 

 Schola 7:00 PM Chapel 

  Latin/Gregorian Compline 8:00 PM Chapel 

March 19 Sext 12:30 PM Chapel 

 Schola 7:00 PM Chapel 

  Latin/Gregorian Compline 8:00 PM Chapel 

March 20 Maundy Thursday Foot Washing/Communion 12:00 PM St. Paul Lutheran 

  Foot Washing/Communion 7:00 PM St. Paul Lutheran 

 Compline 9:45 PM Chapel 

March 21 Good Friday Stations of the Cross 12:00 PM St. Paul Lutheran 

  Adoration of the Cross 7:30 PM St. Paul Lutheran 

March 22 Children’s Program 1:00 PM  St. Paul Lutheran 

  Easter Vigil 8:00 PM St. Paul Lutheran 

March 23 Easter Sunday Morning Prayer 

(Coffee/Pastries Following 

Service) 

7:30 AM St. Paul Lutheran 

  Continental Breakfast 9:00 AM St. Paul Lutheran 

  Festival Service of  11:00 AM St. Paul Lutheran 
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FROM THE CHAPEL:  (www.LutheranMountaineer.org) 
 
SBH (“Red Book”) — Every Sunday night in Lent, the 1958 Service Book and Hymnal (a.k.a. “The Red 
Book”) will be used at the 7:00 PM mass.  Join us for a nostalgic fix. 
 
Winter Weather — If it is too snowy or icy to get out safely on Sunday Morning, you can still attend 
worship in the evening at 8:00 PM at the Chapel located at the junction of University, Willey, and Hough 
streets. 
 
Holy Week — Latin Gregorian Chant Compline will be prayed Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of 
Holy Week at 8:00 PM at the Chapel. 
 
Wednesday Sext, Soup & Sandwiches — every Wednesday in Lent, we pray Sext (midday prayer) at 
12:30 PM.  A light lunch follows at 12:45 PM. 
 
THANKS — Many thanks to the good folks at St. Paul for making refreshments for the Sunday night 
masses. 
 
Web Stuff — Remember you can get the latest information at LutheranMountaineer.org 
 

 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

There will be various activities on Holy Saturday, March 22nd at 1:00 PM.  They 
will include craft projects, a service project, an Easter egg hunt, and other surprises!  
Plan on attending and bring a friend to share in the fun!!! 

 

Watch upcoming bulletins for the exciting events that will be happening on Holy Saturday.   

If you have any questions, please see Brenda or Dave Stiles. 

 

EASTER LILLIES CAN BE ORDERED FROM RUTH 
GLADFELTER AT 594-1727.  ORDERS MUST BE 
PLACED BY MARCH 18th AND ARE $10.00 EACH. 



Treasurer’s Report 
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The St. Paul Congregational Council met Thursday, February 14th, and we wish to share some of the high-
lights with you. 

• The Toffle family has offered to pay for lighting of the church steeple, which would be a great aesthetic 
enhancement to the church at night. 

• There was also discussion of the possible renovation of the church lounge. 

• Council will also be considering taking part as a congregation in the Lutheran Campus Chapel’s capital 
campaign. 

• Giving for January was about $5000 below the spending plan.  We will keep you informed as the year 
goes on. 

• Pastor Bennett’s sermons are now being posted on stpaulmorgantown.blogspot.com, and they are re-
corded, so you will be listening, not just reading them.  Devotions and meditations are also posted regu-
larly.  This is a great tool for not only our own devotional lives, but also for our year of focusing on 
evangelism.  Make sure you mention our blogspot to anyone you think might be interested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA NEWS:  The Women of the ELCA did not have their February meeting be-
cause of inclement weather.  WELCA will serve the Lenten dinner on February 27th.  Our next regular 
meeting is scheduled for March 12, 2 to 4 p.m.  We will discuss our projects:  1.  Donna Ford-Werntz takes 
excellent care of our “Cradle Roll” by trying to talk to all parents with children from 1 to 3 and sending 
cards to them on special occasions, birthdays & baptismal anniversaries.  If you know of a small child call 
Donna at 291-5820.  2.  Kay VandenBosche will report on the Alzheimer Walk plans for the year.  3.  
Melva Martin will give the treasurer’s report.  The program will be from the March issue of our maga-
zine—Lutheran Woman Today, Blessed to Follow:  The Beatitudes as a Compass for Discipleship, Session 
7, Pure in Heart, Rich in Vision.  All women of the church are invited to attend. 

We are also starting the collection of migrant kits now  through April 27th.  Each kit should contain: 1 large 
bath towel, 1 washcloth, 1 toothbrush, 1 toothpaste, 1 comb & 1 bar of soap.  Wrap these items in the bath 
towel and secure with safety pins or twine.  You can put the kits on a table in the narthex and if you have 
any questions, please see Betty Kidd. 

News from Council 

FROM THE PIECEMAKERS:   
Some people say “TGIF”, we say “IGIF” I’m Glad It’s Friday, so we can spend time 
together in fellowship, fun and work making quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  We 
recently had to give up one of our quilters, Margaret Maurer.  She moved to Indiana 
to live with her daughter.  She always had so much fun when she was able to come 
to our quilting sessions.  We are really going to miss her.  A couple of you dropped 
off some partially made quilts and we are trying to finish them.  We planned to have 
a Valentine luncheon in February.  Our Christmas party was cancelled because of 
the weather.  Anytime someone would like to come by on Friday’s between the 
hours of 10:00 AM and 2:00 PM we would like to show you all of our supplies.  We 
have a lot of stuff to work with but we always appreciate the input of our congrega-

tion.  Again, we have to say God has really blessed our mission at St. Paul. 
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Time is running out!  Now is the time to register for the April 18-20 Lutheran Marriage Encoun-
ter Weekend at the Pittsburgh Marriott North just 15 miles north of downtown Pittsburgh.  We attend 
seminars to improve our job performance, courses to learn more about our interests, why not give 
your most important relationship -- your marriage -- the same attention?  Weekends are designed for 
ALL married couples and run from Friday night at 8 p.m. to Sunday at 5 p.m.  Space is limited, so 
sign up today!  Two nights lodging, all meals, and supplies are covered by a $45/couple registration 
fee plus whatever confidential contribution you choose to make at the end of the weekend.  If the 
April dates do not work for you, the other 2008 dates are: Sept. 26-28 at the Lutheran Camp Se-
quanota Retreat Center in Jennerstown and Oct. 24-26 at Quality Inn and Suites in Erie. Contact 
Western PA Chair Couple, Fred & Julie Schamber, at fjschamber@comcast.net or 724-325-3166, or 
go to the website:  www.ilmeone.org to learn more or to register online.   

Altar Flowers — The flower chart is now posted for next year in the 
Narthex.  You can make your date selections at any time prior to 
the date.  The cost of double vases is $40 plus delivery depending 
on choice of flowers.  If you wish to have a specific flower please 
call Coombs Florist by the Wednesday preceding your Sunday.  It is 
a wonderful way to honor a special occasion, a special memorial, or 
just to honor the Glory of God!!! 

Power Lab VBS is coming!!!! 

Save the dates!  

July 20-24, 2008 

For anyone that might like to send a card or letter: 
  Margaret Maurer 
  123 West Northwest Court 
  Shelbyville, IN 46176 
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St Paul Rummage Sale 

 
 

 Saturday, April 26, 2008 
 

 
 On Saturday, April 26, 2008 the Social Issues Class will hold its second 
rummage sale and we need your donations to make it an even bigger 
success than last year. 
 
 
 We’re looking for household items, glassware, furniture, tools, games, 
sporting equipment and related specialty clothing, books, collectables, 
jewelry, garden tools, decorative items etc…   Basically, we’ll take any-
thing in clean, useable or relatively good condition.  We also will accept 
new or never used clothing items especially coats and jackets.   There 
are a few items however we ask you not to donate:  used clothing, out-

dated computer equipment or any broken or non-working items.  We also will be selective in taking tele-
visions because of the switch to digital later this year.  One last thing, please go through the items you 
plan on donating before bringing them to the church to make sure you don’t give us something you really 
don’t  intend too.  You’d be quite surprised what we found last year. 
 
 
 So please take the next few weeks to explore your closets and peek into boxes that haven’t been opened 
for years to see what you have to donate.  Like last year we ask that you bring the items to the church 
starting the week before the sale and either leave it in the Narthex or place it on the on the stage in Fel-
lowship Hall.  If you need help unloading, please give me a call and we’ll arrange to have someone meet 
you at the church.  For large or bulk items, you can give me a call and we’ll arrange for pick up. 
 
 
 We will donate unsold items to the Wadestown Community Center or other charity as appropriate how-
ever, we may hold some items back for a future auction. 
 
 
 All proceeds from the sale will be used to help fund projects for St Paul’s and local Charities. 
 
 
 If you have questions, need more information or want to arrange for pickup call Glenn Borrelli at 304-
292-1455. 
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One of the most important things we can do for others is to pray for them, not just generally, but espe-
cially for particular needs and interests that they have. . . "The great intercessors remain the men and 
women of secret influence in all communities, and to be mentioned in their prayers is incomparably 

more enriching than to be mentioned in their wills. (W.E. Sangster)  

 

Please pray for those in need. We ask you to include:  

 

 Illness                       Home Bound   Recuperation Active Duty 
Lois Kleeb Mary Hutchinson   Cliff Bishop  Rob Walters 
Rachael Sheets                         James Sharkey   Jeff Meadows  Brian Fox              
Ann Cloonan Virginia Sweitzer              Sioerra Gabbert Jason Glass 
Pastor Jim Huffman Rilla Tonon                                
Charlie Wodzinski      
Gary DeMoss    
Sierra Gabbert        
Sarah Bishop            Grief       
Bob Snyder                    
Sondra Frownfelter        
Barbara Kervaski              
Jane Zay                                          
Norma Linton                   
Henry Hess             
Betty Kelso       
Russ Sharp       
Philip Smith 
Edna Carlson            Family Concerns 
Tom Kelso                        
Gladys Halyer      
Robert Strakal       
Phyllis Johnson 
Ron Fortney 
Margaret Maurer 
Lynn Cross 
Alana Mears 
Lynn Beach 
Virginia Harris 
Pauline Harger 
Lori Halverson 
Bruce Wright 
  

Prayer Corner 
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 The Green Corner 
 

Lutherans may be interested to learn that the executive director of Earth Ministry, an ecumenical Chris-
tian organization that engages people of faith in environmental stewardship and the Rev. Stephen 
Grumm, minister of church and community of Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church in Ballard, WA, have 
co-authored a column in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer. 

They both agree that it is time to move the climate debate into the solution area, and that there is a grow-
ing religious concern that climate change is one of the largest—if not the largest—moral issue of our 
time.  People of faith are called to care for all creation.  Global warming puts human health and the 
health of all the rest of Earth’s creatures at risk.  There are already more environmental refugees than 
political refugees in the world, and from a moral and ethical perspective, it is simply unacceptable to 
allow global warming to continue unchecked.  The Christian community is organizing to combat it.  
More than 4,000 churches have screened “An Inconvenient Truth” and discussion groups are pressing 
congressional representatives.  Their article, titled “Can you hear the faith-based call to clean up the en-
vironment?” ends with the trust that our Creator is acting not only through them, but also countless oth-
ers, and God will uplift and sustain them in their mission.  

 

West Virginia Environmental Council’s Green Legislative Update (Feb/08) 

Wilderness—Congressman Nick Rahall is going to introduce “Wild Monongahela Act.”  He’s billing 
the legislation as “A National Legacy  for West Virginia’s Special Places.”  This proposal would expand 
or add seven wilderness areas in the Mon, the first additions in WV in nearly 25 years.  Rahall is chair 
of the House Natural Resources, Committee which controls public lands legislation.  Under federal law, 
wilderness areas are those “where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man, where 
man himself is a visitor who does not remain.”  Wilderness Act prohibits commercial activities, motor-
ized access and roads, structures and facilities.  Hiking is allowed, but logging is prohibited.  Rahall’s 
plan calls for expansion of 3 existing areas—Cranberry, Dolly Sods, Dry Fork.  Also 4 new areas—Big 
Draft, Cheat Mountain, Roaring Plans West, Spice Run.  “These areas that we are proposing to conserve 
in their natural state represent a significant national resource,” said Rahall.  “But more importantly to us, 
they constitute a fundamental right of West Virginians to retain a vital link to our heritage, and to know 
that, forever more, these lands will remain in their natural state as our Creator forged them.” 

Renewable Portfolio Standard—House Bill 4083, introduced by Delegate Barbara Fleischauer 
(Monongalia County) would establish a RPS for WV.  It specifies that by 2020, 15% of WV electricity 
must come from renewable sources.  Senate Bill 299, introduced by Jon Hunter (Monongalia County) is 
similar but specifies 20% renewable.  Renewable energy technologies are considered important sources 
for creating new direct jobs.  According to CNN, 250,000 jobs have been created in renewables in Ger-
many.  Our neighbor Pennsylvania is about to get the largest solar photovoltaic plant east of the Missis-
sippi financed and built by a German solar company EPURON. 



 

 

 

 
A BIG SING 

A 68 minute sing-along of Christian song from across the centuries, 
Across the styles, and across the globe. 

Led by Rev. John Thornburg 
March 16, 2008   2:00 PM 

First Presbyterian Church, 456 Spruce St. 
What can you expect?   To sing some ‘old friends’ (hymns & songs you’ve known forever.  To make some 
‘new friends’ (simple beautiful songs that are gifts to us from Christians around the world.  And to enjoy 
the company of old and new friends in the Morgantown area. 

Who should come?   Anyone with lungs and curiosity, and a hunger to encounter God through singing!  
The event is for all folks and though there will be choir members present, it isn’t an event for choirs. 

Q & A session to convene immediately following the BIG SING. 

ANNUAL ALZHEIMER’S WALK DATE APPROACHING 

Mark your calendar for April 19, 2008, the date for the annual walk to 
end Alzheimer’s disease. 

The women of the church will again distribute envelopes for collecting 
donations for this cause, starting March 16th.  However, due to changes 
in the processing we are asking you to write your checks to St. Paul Lu-
theran Church — Not to WELCA as in the past. 

Funds for this program supply physical and emotional help for the care-
givers of Alzheimer’s patients.  Since Thrivent for Lutherans has match-
ing funds for this we are able to be a major financial source for this help-
ful project.  The envelopes will be tucked in the hymnals for your use 
every Sunday until and including April 13th.  Then on April 19th we will 

look for many of you to join us at the Coliseum at 9:30 AM for registration to walk starting at 10 
AM.  There are always good fellowship, door prizes and free lunch following the walk. 

Last year we again won the plaque for the largest financial donation and we had our largest number 
of walkers in the history of our team.  LET’S DO IT AGAIN!!! —  Thank you in advance. 



 
WEDNESDAY VESPER 7:00 PM 

 LEADER     

MARCH 5 Sally Kirkpatrick    

MARCH 12 Jared Lee    

HOLY WEEK 

 LAY 

ASSISTANT 

LECTOR ACOLYTE 

CRUCIFER 

USHER 

MAUNDY THURSDAY — MARCH 20TH 

12:00 NOON Debby Borrelli Debby Borrelli   

7:00 PM Sylvia McEwuen Sylvia McEwuen Ammelin Grosso Cece Melby 

MaryLee Cushing 

GOOD FRIDAY — MARCH 21ST 

8:00 PM  Brenda Stiles 

Sylvia McEwuen 

Earl Melby 

Bill Graham 

Sally Kirkpatrick 

Mike Kirkpatrick 

Geoff Groce 

Emily Stiles 

 

Earl Melby 

Bill Graham 

8:00 PM Debby Borrelli 

 

Cantor—Beth 
Dameier 

Steve Woodruff 

Geoff Groce 

Eric Hansmann 

Debby Borrelli 

Sally Leonard 

Erica Graham 

Eric Hansmann 

 

EASTER VIGIL —  MARCH 22ND 



SERVING    
ST. PAUL 

 March  2008 

L

2nd     
8:30 AM 

        
11:00 AM 

  
 M

 

 

D.

  

9th  

  8:30 AM 

 

11:00 AM 

 

 

L. 

 

 

S. 

16th 

  8:30 AM 

 

11:00 AM 

 

S. 

 

 

L. 

23th    
7:30 AM 

 

11:00 AM 

 

L. 

 

 

S. 

 

30th  

8:30 AM 

 

11:00 AM 

 

S. 

 

 

M.

If you are unable to serve please find your own replacement.  Thank you! 
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LAY ASSIS-

TANTS 

   

LECTORS 

  

ACOLYTE-
CRUCIFER 

   

USHERS 

  

NURSERY 
WORKERS 

  
COUNTERS 

M. Haas 

. Borrelli 

  
M. Haas 

 

 

G. Makela 
    

  
M. Bott-
Hansmann 

 

AJ Barteltt 
 M. McCulla 

  
S. McEwuen 

S. Lynch 

 

E. Graham 

L & L Paulson 

   

The Kullman 
Family 

 

The McCulla 
Family 

  
  

 

C. Henry 

B. Graham 

 Stiller 

 Woodruff 

 

E. Melby 

 

 

B. Schreiman 

  

P. Cushing 

 

 

E. Graham 

A. Grosso 

 

E & C Melby 

 

 

C. Henry 

B & J Schreiman 

 

M. L. Bennett 

 

 

S. Rizzo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
P. Johnson 
T. Riegel 

 McEwuen 

 Stiller 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

 

G. Groce 

 

J. Borrelli 

 

AJ Bartlett 

N & L Price 

M. McCulla 

 

ML Cushing 

K. Powell 

 

S. Bartlett 

F & T Potter 

 

M. Bott-
Hansmann 

Huber Family 

 

J. Graham 

S. Armstrong 

 
 
 
 
 
 
S. Price 
S. Gabbert 

 Stiller 

 Woodruff 

 

 

 

 

M. Kirkpatrick 

 

 

 

 

K & E Custer 

E & E Stiles 

 

LA Hartley 

E. Hansmann 

 

D & C Custer 

D & B Stiles 

 

 

 

 

A. Grosso 

The Ford-
Werntz Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Powell 
LA Hartley 

 McEwuen 

. Haas 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

 

S. Armstrong 

 

K. Smith 

 

 

Nate Price 

Luke Price 

 

G & K Kullman 

 

 

S. Armstrong 

T & J DeVault 

 

ML Cushing 

 

 

McCulla Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
C. Henry 
L. Springer 
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