
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 The Epistle 
May 2008 
God and Hunger 
 
 Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
 Below is a statement I have been writing for the synod, as a project of two committees, Church in Society 
and Worship and Spiritual Life.  Not everyone in our congregation will be at synod assembly, and the min-
istry against hunger is an important part of our lives of faith.  I offer this to you all for reflection and prayer.  
 
        Grace and Peace,  
        Pastor Brian 
  
 The God Who Satisfies and the Scandal of Hunger 
A Call to Discipleship for the Congregations and People of the West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod 
 
 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God, 6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 7 who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. Psalm 
146:5-7a 
 
 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke?  7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when 
you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  8 Then your light shall break forth like the 
dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear 
guard.  Isaiah 58:6-8 
 
 Mary sang, “[The Lord] has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  52 He has 
brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;  53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent 
the rich away empty.  54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,  55 according to the promise he made to 
our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever. Luke 1:51-55   
 
 Then Jesus looked up at his disciples and said: "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.  21 "Blessed are 
you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. "Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Luke 6:20-21   
 

 

13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?"  14 I said to him, 
"Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day 
and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no 
more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat;  17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." Revelation 7:13-17   
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 The witness of Scripture is clear and points to a God who created a world, abundant in good gifts for the 
sustenance and building up of humanity.  God provides all these things so that the only hunger we might 
have is the hunger for fellowship and communion with the Trinity.  However, the reality of the world 
around us seems much different.  This persistence of physical hunger becomes a challenge to the Chris-
tian witness in the world, because we confess with Psalm 23 that the Lord is our Shepherd, because of 
whom we lack nothing. This scandal of physical hunger prompts truthfulness of the message the Church 
puts forth.   
 
 Much of humanity—Jews, Muslims, people of other faiths, atheists even—is appalled by the scandal of 
hunger.  Thus, campaigns abound that claim the power to end hunger is within our grasp and attempt to 
mobilize governments to act.  In this wealthiest of nations, this technologically advanced world, many 
believe that government alone, with the tweak of public policy or an adjustment of budget lines, can 
solve this problem.   
 
 On the other side, are others who are paralyzed by the prospect of even beginning to confront the stark 
realities of hunger,as described in the ELCA World Hunger Appeal, which notes that in the United States 
alone:  
 

• 35.5 million people (including 12.6 million children) experience hunger or the risk of hunger. 
This is roughly 10.9 percent of the 301 million people in the U.S. (July 2007 estimate)  

• 4.0 percent of U.S. households (11.1 million people, including 0.43 million children) experi-
ence hunger. Some families skip meals, eat too little, or go a whole day without food. 1 out of 
every 8 households in the United States has reduced the quality of its diet to utilize money 
elsewhere (rent, clothing, day care).  

• 6.9 percent of U.S. households (24.4 million people, including 12.2 million children) are at 
risk of hunger.  

• In 2007, an average of 26.5 million people participated in the Food Stamp Program each 
month (8.8 percent of the U.S. population). 

 
 The reality of hunger in the United States alone is almost overwhelming.  If one considers the problem 
on a global scale, that worldwide over 850 million people are affected by hunger, the challenge almost 
defies our imaginations.      
 
 Throughout its history, however, the Church has maintained a set of practices that have reached out to, 
and continue to reach out to those who hunger.  These practices have allowed for the rise of ministries 
within congregations, such as food banks, emergency assistance funds, soup kitchens, special offerings, 
and so forth.    
 
 We understand such ministries to be a faithful response to Christ, who has met our needs in Baptism and 
at the Table. United to Christ in the waters of baptism, Christians understand themselves to be co-
workers in the Reign of God proclaimed by Christ and inaugurated in his death and resurrection. It is 
noteworthy that this Kingdom is also characterized as a messianic banquet, a marriage feast of the Lamb, 
and is foreshadowed in the Scripture by Christ’s feeding of the crowds. 
 
 As the baptized people of God, we continue to be those who pray for God’s Kingdom to come in and 
through us.  Our words and our deeds confronting hunger are meant to be continuing signs for the world 
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to know that God’s Reign is indeed coming.  We enter into ministries of feeding and hospitality so that 
people may experience the breaking in of eternity here and now. Our work is given as a pledge to the 
world that God will indeed come and upend the unjust structures and systems of the world and satisfy 
truly our hunger. 
 
 Furthermore, our efforts to confront hunger are an expression of the freedom of Christian, the sheer gift-
edness of the abundant life we have been given, as Luther said, “[A Christian] ought to think,… ‘I will 
therefore give myself as a Christ to my neighbor, just as Christ offered himself to me; I will do nothing in 
this life except what I see is necessary, profitable, and salutary to my neighbor, since through faith I have 
an abundance of all good things in Christ.’” 
 
 Therefore, while we participate in alleviating hunger with people hold wide and varied beliefs and per-
spectives, there can be no mistaking that our efforts against hunger are first and foremost a ministry 
rooted in our faith in our Lord Jesus and the reality that is to come through him.  
 
 At its heart the Christian faith is personal, mirroring the perfect love and relationship within the Triune 
Godhead, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  As the Trinity’s perfect love overflowed and sought to bring oth-
ers into that relationship, our love for God overflows our own selves and affections. 
 
 Therefore, we encourage congregations of this synod and their many members to dedicate themselves to 
the traditional practices of discipleship aimed at ending hunger. May such a discipline, a discipleship, be 
for us a deeply personal and communal endeavor, becoming part of the very fabric of our being through 
our union with Jesus Christ.  These practices are traditionally known as the Works of Mercy.  In particu-
lar, we lift up Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving.  
 
 Below are some ways that we might make these practices take root in our lives of faith.  We would en-
courage each and every congregation to expand that list with practices that fit their context. 
 
 Prayer  
• Teach our children to pray at every meal, whether at home or eating out. We teach our children to 
pray to teach them and remind us that all of our sustenance is a gift from God. 
• Pray for a feeding ministry in our town, county, or state, lifting up our neighbors who go to bed hun-
gry. We pray for those whose hands do God’s work of feeding those who are hungry. 
• Pray Vespers on a regular basis, either congregationally or in a family setting, paying attention to the 
Magnificat, Mary’s song of praise, which points to God’s mighty deeds. The Magnificat is a prayer that 
reminds us of God’s Reign coming upon us, and the promises of that Reign. 
Lift up the saints who worked for Christ against hunger, recalling their actions, their meditations, writ-
ings and prayers, as an example for us.  The saints provide the model and example of how our lives are 
to be lived out faithfully. 
 
 Fasting 
• Encourage the practice of fasting, starting perhaps with a study of the practice, using a resource such 
as Richard Foster’s Celebration of Discipline. Fasting is an ancient practice of the Church catholic, 
which trains us to rely on God. 
• Plan household meals on a monthly basis, as to discourage waste.  We plan meals to discourage 
waste as a reminder that every morsel of food is given by God and to be used for its proper purpose. 
• Join our Orthodox brothers and sisters, by fasting from meat and meat-products every Wednesday 
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(remembering Jesus’ betrayal by Judas) and Friday (remembering Jesus’ crucifixion).  We abstain from 
meat as a means to remind ourselves that many of our brothers and sisters around the world  who live 
in poverty, with whom Christ has identified himself, rarely have meat to eat 
• Pack one’s lunches to work to avoid eating out and share savings with a hunger ministry.  By carry-
ing our lunches, we avoid waste, and conserve resources that allow us to share our abundance with 
others. 
Encourage the youth of the congregation to participate in the Thirty Hour Famine or some similar event, 
so they may begin to learn about hunger and the practice of fasting.  Our youth should be brought into 
the practices of the Church at an early age so they may be learn about hunger and the Church’s re-
sponse. 
 
 Almsgiving 
• During times of fasting, share saved monies from fasting with ministries aimed at feeding the hungry. 
Our resources are not our own, but to be used for the sake of others in God’s mission to those in need. 
• Encourage everyone (adults as well as youth and children) to set apart portions of their earnings or 
allowances for hunger ministries.  Everyone should continually be formed in how to be good stewards 
of our gifts. 
• Take a second offering during worship services on days that commemorate saints (e.g. Stephen—
deacon and martyr, Martin of Tours—bishop, Clare of Assisi, nun) who worked to alleviate hunger.  We 
may follow Christ’s example of a life given freely, and testified to by the saints who have lived out 
their baptismal calling, by continuing to give alms. 
______________________________________________ 
i  ELCA World Hunger Appeal, http://www.elca.org/hunger/facts/facts.html#world  
ii  Luther, M. 1999, c1957. Luther's works, vol. 31 : Career of the Reformer I (J. J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & H. T. Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Works. 
Vol. 31 (Vol. 31, Page 367). Fortress Press: Philadelphia 

iii  The Corporal Works of Mercy are: feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, harboring the stranger, visiting the 
sick, ministering to prisoners, burying the dead.  The Spiritual Works of Mercy are: admonishing the sinner, instructing the ignorant, coun-
seling the doubtful, comforting the afflicted, bearing wrongs patiently, forgiving injuries, praying for the living and the dead. 
 

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
*  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Mark your calendars: 

 
May 11th: Play rehearsal during the Sunday School hour.  

May 18th: Learn By Heart wrap-up for the year. 

 Play rehearsal during the Sunday School hour starting at 9:45AM 

May 25th: Switch to one service, 10:00 AM, NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 Memorial Day Weekend 

May 31st: Open date for last rehearsal, time to be announced. 

June 1st: CELEBRATION SUNDAY, PLAY PERFORMANCE 

Play will be performed during the service. Reception to follow service. 

July 20th-24th: Vacation Bible School, POWER LAB 

 

  

 The Heroes of Lollipop Park need your help! 
 Once again our very own Mary Lynne Bennett will be sharing her talents with us as she wraps 
up our school year with another great production.  The kids have been working on learning the 
songs during closing but we need YOU!  If you haven’t visited us in Sunday School for a while, 
now is a great time to join us.  The music is fun, and the costumes are easy!  Come see what it’s 
all about.  Call the church office or Brenda Stiles, 284-0190 for more information. 

 
 
WE NEED YOU TO MAKE THIS PLAY A HUGE SUCCESS!!!  YOU ARE MISSED 
WHEN YOU MISS SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!! 



Treasurer’s Report 
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The St. Paul Congregational Council met Thursday, April 10th, and we wish to share some of the highlights 
with you. 

• March was good month for giving but we are still short of our year to date plan. 

• Camp Luther applications are now available.  See Pastor Brian. 

• Dates for Senate Assembly are May 30 & 31 in Morgantown.  We need 2 voting members (one 
male/one female) to attend for St. Paul.  We are in need of members to be on the Registration Commit-
tee—anyone interested please see Pastor Brian.  Everyone is welcome to attend the assembly. 

• Pompono Run Project—MUB is still working on the storm drain and will also be adding a 24” sanitary 
sewer line in the right of way area.  Work should be completed by June.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA NEWS:   
 
In this time of change for WELCA, it would be an opportune time for other women of the church to join us 
(or start a new group) and restructure it.  There are many materials available to give you new ideas.  We 
meet for only 2 hours a month, but time is flexible, or you could start a new group to meet at a time conven-
ient to you.   
 
On a positive note, we have collected 40 Migrant Worker Kits, more than ever before.  Thank you!!—to 
everyone who contributed.  Wonderful!!!! 
    

News from Council 

FROM THE PIECEMAKERS:   

We hope you enjoyed our special display of quilts for Earth Day.  We try to make as many quilts as 
possible for Lutheran World Relief, but sometimes we have to do something dif-
ferent.  Every time I open a Lutheran magazine there’s a call for more quilts.  We 
have plenty of material right now and we could use a few more helping hands.  
Some of the work can easily be done at one’s home and we can supply all that is 
needed to do the work, but you will miss out on the fellowship and support a 
group can offer you.  So please think about it and let us know if you would like 
to be part of our group!! 
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THANK YOU TO BETTY KIDD & MELVA MARTIN FOR THE WON-
DERFUL JOB THEY HAVE DONE IN HEADING UP WELCA IN THE 
PAST!!!  GREAT JOB LADIES!!!! 
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ANNUAL ALZHEIMER’S WALK REPORT —  Congratulations!  You did it once more.  Be sure to no-
tice the poster and the new plaque in the narthex.  You will see that again we were in first place at the Alz-
heimer’s Walk for the most money donated.  We have sent $2300 to Thrivent for Lutherans.  They will return it 
with their matching funds of $1 for every $3 donated.  We will report in the Sunday bulletin just how much that 
that amounts to. 

We had 18 people sign up at the ‘Walk’ to be on our team.  Once again Ron Justice, Mayor of Morgantown, 
signed in with us and gave a generous donation.  Also several strangers signed in with us, adding to our crowd 
and money. 

Thank you to Renate for helping to man our registration table.  And thank you to Bill & Welma Pierce for helping 
with the ‘audit’ of our money and records.  We have afforded much needed help for the caregivers of Alzheimer’s 
family patients—a great mission accomplished! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
St. Paul needs volunteers in the following areas: 

Lay Worship Assistant — You do not need to be able to sing!  Pastor Brian will provide  training. 

Nursery — Would you consider adding your name to the list for this ministry? 

Counter — Counters always work with a Council Member and they will teach you how to do this. 

If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please see me at church, call me at 292-4519, or e-mail 
me at sjleonard1@verizon.net   Thank you!        Sally Leonard 

   St. Paul Youth Group    

SPECIAL MEETING 

May meeting day change because of Mother’s Day! 

We will meet at 3:30 pm on Tuesday, May 13 – Election Day 

 FOR SPECIAL ACTIVITY AND DINNER.   

   MORE INFO TO FOLLOW! 
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Summer is just around the corner, and here at St. Paul Lutheran Church we are planning 
an exciting VBS adventure!  At Power Lab Vacation Bible School kids will take part in fun 
Bible learning they can see, hear, touch, and even taste! 

 

At Power Lab kids will join in crafts, games, songs and even snacks which teach the daily 
Bible point and help faith flow into real life. Every day, kids choose a Daily Challenge -- 
an exciting way to live out what they’ve learned. Your children will also participate in a 
hands-on mission  

 

Power Lab is for everyone between the ages of three and those who have completed 
fifth grade.  The adventure begins Sunday, July 20 and continues through Thursday, 
July 24.  Sessions run from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM each day. On Monday through Thursday 
nights, supper will be provided for kids and families at 5:30.  Please be sure to dress in 
play clothes and safe shoes. 

 

To register, pick up a  form in the narthex after church and bring to the church office, 
or place in the Sunday offering plate. You may also call the church office for forms. 

 

For more information, contact Tamara Riegel at 296-1915 or triegel@verizon .net  

 

Come have a blast at Power Lab! 
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One of the most important things we can do for others is to pray for them, not just generally, but espe-
cially for particular needs and interests that they have. . . "The great intercessors remain the men and 
women of secret influence in all communities, and to be mentioned in their prayers is incomparably 

more enriching than to be mentioned in their wills. (W.E. Sangster)  

 

Please pray for those in need. We ask you to include:  

 

 Illness                       Home Bound   Recuperation Active Duty 
Lois Kleeb Mary Hutchinson   Bob Walters  Rob Walters 
Rachael Sheets                         James Sharkey   Sherry Fox  Brian Fox              
Madge Hall Virginia Sweitzer              Sioerra Gabbert Jason Glass 
Pastor Jim Huffman Rilla Tonon                                
Phyllis Henry      
Gary DeMoss    
Scott Zay        
Sarah Bishop            Grief       
Bob Snyder             The family of:      
Jack Coster       Margaret Maurer 
Barbara Kervaski              
Jane Zay                                          
Norma Linton                   
Kristen Kleeb             
Betty Kelso       
Karen Starkey       
Philip Smith 
Scott Zay           Family Concerns 
Tom Kelso                        
Linda Kleeb      
Pauline Harger      
Phyllis Johnson 
Gladys Halyer 
Alana Mears 
Wil Gladfelter 
 
 
 
 
  

Prayer Corner 
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 The Green Corner 
Climate Action:  A Student Affair 

Late last year, 6,000 college and high school students from throughout the United States converged on 
Washington, DC to demand legislation that would reduce the nation’s greenhouse gas emissions 80% by 
2050.  As part of the Power Shift youth conference, the students rallied on the lawn of the US Capital, 
lobbied Congress and attended seminars on ‘greening’ campuses, pursuing environmental careers and 
putting the pressure on political leaders to tackle global warming. 

NWF’s Campus Ecology program helped plan the conference as part of the Energy Action Colition, an 
alliance of more then 30 organizations that aims to strengthen the clean energy movement among young 
people.  NWF helped fund the event and organized a lobbying day, during which 1,500 students met 
with more than 300 senators and representatives—including House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who pledged 
her support for legislative action on global warming. 

‘Our aim is to work with campus leaders to model for their wider communities how carbon emissions 
can be reduced by as much as 80%, which is what scientists say is necessary’, says Julian Keniry, 
NWF’s senior director of campus community leadership.  ‘Events like Power Shift help us motivate the 
mobilize students, as well as our own organizations, to try to achieve this ambitious goal.’ 

Power Shift is just one of the most recent, and most public, successes of the Campus Ecology program, 
which works with school in their efforts to reduce their carbon footprints. 

The two primary goals of Campus Ecology—to reduce campus emissions by 2% each year, and to en-
gage a million students in the effort—are dauntingly large, but the program is making steady progress 
both through national events such as its annual Chill Out competition (see box below) and through a 
wide range of smaller-scale projects.  In the last seven years NWF has provided grants to more than 100 
students, whose campus projects have ranged from developing a vermicomposting system for cafeteria 
food waste to ensuring that university buses run on biodiesel.   

Campus Ecology also hosts a series of teleconferences each year, which allow participants to hear from 
leading practitioners in the field  on conservation and sustainability topics—including habitat restora-
tion, renewable energy and greener transportation.  Students then take those lessons and put them into 
practice at their own schools.  ‘When campus leaders are mobilized, they begin to model what a carbon-
zero economy will look like,’ says Keniry. 

 

________________________________________ 

Above article from National Wildlife, February/March 2008 

TUNE IN, CHILL OUT—NWF’s annual Chill Out competition recognized institutions of higher 
learning across the country for their positive efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  Last year’s 
winning schools saved approximately $5 million in annual energy costs while removing 20,000 tons of 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.  The achievements of this year’s honorees will be featured in a 
live national broadcast on April 16.  For more information visit, www.campusecology.org 



 

  

  
   

SERVING    
ST. PAUL 

 May  2008 

  
LAY ASSIS-

TANTS 

   

LECTORS 

  

ACOLYTE-
CRUCIFER 

   

USHERS 

  

NURSERY 
WORKERS 

  
COUNTERS 

4th     
8:30 AM 

        
11:00 AM 

  
 M. Haas 

 

 

L. Stiller 
  

  
S. Leonard 

 

 

G. Makela 
    

  
M. Bott-
Hansmann 

 

AJ Bartlett 
 M. McCulla 

  
LA Hartley 

E. Dillon 

 

E. Graham 

L & L Paulson 

   

The Kullman 
Family 

 

J. Graham 

S. Rizzo 

  
  

 

C. Henry 

C. Toffle 

11th  

  8:30 AM 

 

11:00 AM 

 

 

D. Borrelli 

 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

E. Melby 

 

 

B. Schreiman 

  

J. Borrelli 

 

 

E. Graham 

L. Price 

 

G & K Kullman 

 

 

C. Henry 

B & J Schreiman 

 

M. L. Bennett 

 

 

A. Grosso 

The Ford-
Werntz Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
S. Price 
T. Riegel 

18th 

  8:30 AM 

 

11:00 AM 

 

L. Stiller 

 

 

M. Haas 

 

S. McEwuen 

 

 

B. Stiles 

 

P. Cushing 

 

 

E. Stiles 

E. Stiles 

 

L. Springer 

P. Smith 

 

S. Bartlett 

T & J DeVault 

 

M. Bott-
Hansmann 

Huber Family 

 

The McCulla 
Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
K. Powell 
M. Bartlett 

25th  

10:0 AM 

 

 

S. Woodruff 

 

 

 

S. Armstrong 

 

 

 

K. Smith 

A. Grosso 

 

 

S. Lynch 

J & S McCulla 

 

 

ML Cushing 

 

 

 
 
P. Cushing 
B. Graham 
 

If you are unable to serve please find your own replacement.  Thank you! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
ONE SERVICE STARTS: 
MAY 25TH AT 10:00 AM 
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